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Local News 
 
Updates on The Special Court for Sierra Leone / The Spectator 
 
Norman Goes Home / Awoko 
 
Civil Society Mourns Norman / Spark 
 
Norman Goes ‘Home’ and Prisoners Escape!!! / The Spark 
 
Thousands Clamour to See Norman’s Remains / The Exclusive 
 
Thousands Mourn Norman / The New Citizen 
 
Sierra Leoneans Hail Norman / The Democrat 
 
About Chief Norman, The Special Court and the Opposition / Salone Times 
 
Norman Takes His Final Journey Home / Standard Times 
 
Hinga Norman Denied Civic Funeral / The African Champion  
 
Norman’s Death Has Added SLPP’S Trouble / The African Champion  
 
21 Pademba Road Prisoners Escape / The African Champion  
 
At Norman’s Laying Out… PMDC Shamed / New Vision 
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International News 
 
Ex Sierra Leone Militia Leader to Get Hero's Burial / Reuters 
 
UNMIL Public Information Office Media Summary /UNMIL 
 
Golley's Solicitors Say he is Seriously Sick at Pademba Road Prisons / Cocorioko 
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The Spectator 
Friday, 9 March 2007 
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Awoko 
Friday, 9 March 2007 
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Awoko 
Friday, 9 March 2007 
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The Spark 
Friday, 9 March 2007 
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The Spark 
Friday, 9 March 2007 
 
Norman Goes ‘Home’ and Prisoners Escape!!! 
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The Exclusive 
Friday, 9 March 2007 
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The New Citizen 
Friday, 9 March 2007 
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The Democrat 
Friday, 9 March 2007 
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Salone Times 
Friday, 9 March 2007 
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Salone Times 
Friday, 9 March 2007 
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Standard Times 
Friday, 9 March 2007 
 
Norman Takes His Final Journey Home 
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The African Champion 
Friday, 9 March 2007 
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The African Champion 
Friday, 9 March 2007 
 
Norman’s Death Has Added SLPP’S Trouble 
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The African Champion 
Friday, 9 March 2007 
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New Vision 
Friday, 9 March 2007 
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Reuters 
Thursday, 8 March 2007 
 
Ex Sierra Leone militia leader to get hero's burial 
 
By Christo Johnson 
 
FREETOWN, March 8 (Reuters) - Hundreds of mourners flocked on Thursday to see the body of 
former Sierra Leonean militia leader Sam Hinga Norman, hailed by some as a hero but accused 
by others of being as barbaric as the rebels he fought. 
 
A former interior minister and co-ordinator of the Civil Defence Forces (CDF) militia during the 
British colony's 1991-2002 conflict, Norman died from heart failure two weeks ago after a routine 
operation in nearby Senegal. 
 
His fighters were accused of roasting and eating their victims and Norman had been on trial for 
war crimes at a U.N.-backed tribunal in Freetown, with a verdict due in the coming weeks. But he 
is seen by many in the country as a hero who helped save them from the hands of brutal rebel 
forces. 
 
"It was Norman who saw me and said to me they need me in the fight for democracy and I should 
give my assistance," said Mamay Hawa Massaquoi, a former militia fighter attending a public 
viewing of the body in Freetown's Victoria Park. 
 
"Norman is dead but his soul has not died. He was a believer," he said, fighting back tears. 
 
The CDF fought to defend President Ahmad Tejan Kabbah's government against the 
Revolutionary United Front rebels, who chopped limbs, lips and ears off their victims and carved 
the letters RUF into the bodies of children they kidnapped to fight. 
 
Pro-government militia fighters used similarly brutal tactics, recruiting underage fighters and 
hacking to death and burning civilians suspected of supporting the rebels. 
 
But Norman's sympathisers say his role as co-ordinator of the CDF must be seen in context: a 
minister asked by his government to protect people from rebels who forced children to murder 
their parents and mutilated with impunity. 
 
"Sam Hinga Norman is regarded as one of the heroes of the war and played a key role in helping 
the peace," Peter Penfold, former British High Commissioner to Sierra Leone, told Reuters. 
 
"It's tragic that this person who has done so much for his country and his people spent his final 
four years in prison." 
 
HERO? 
 
Norman, who was leader of the feared Kamajor hunters that formed the backbone of the CDF, 
was charged with eight counts of war crimes and crimes against humanity at the U.N.-backed 
Special Court for Sierra Leone. 
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The indictment against him and two co-defendants stated Kamajor fighters killed scores of 
civilians suspected of sympathising with the RUF. It said Norman knew and approved of the 
recruitment of children aged under 15 into the Kamajor. 
 
The prosecution told the U.N.-backed court that drug-addled Kamajor fighters had paraded 
severed heads and eaten the roasted flesh and intestines of their victims. 
 
Norman maintained his innocence throughout the trial, which began in June 2004. 
 
"My father suffered for too long and the Special Court was responsible for his death," his 
daughter, Juliet, told Reuters. 
 
President Kabbah, whose successor is due to be chosen in July polls, has said Norman will 
receive a hero's burial. 
 
"Though he was charged with alleged crimes against humanity, the court did not find him guilty 
of the allegations since he died with no verdict given," Kabbah told state radio last week. 
 
"Because of this, my government is of the view that Norman should be given a state funeral," he 
said. 
 
Norman's body will be taken to his home village of Ngolala, in the southern region of Bo, for a 
Christian burial on Sunday. (Additional reporting by James Knight and Katrina Manson in 
Freetown) 
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United Nations     Nations Unies 
 

United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) 
 

 
UNMIL Public Information Office Media Summary 8 March 2007  

 
[The media summaries and press clips do not necessarily represent the views of UNMIL.] 

 
International Clips on Liberia 

Rape, Gender Violence the Norm in Post-War Liberia  
 
United Nations, Mar 08, 2007 (Inter Press Service/All Africa Global Media via COMTEX) --
When the West African state of Liberia was torn apart by 14 years of civil war, the victims of 
the brutal insurgency included mostly women and children who were subject to rape and 
sexual violence.  
 

President Sirleaf Holds Talks With Spanish Officials  

Mar 07, 2007 (Liberia Government/All Africa Global Media via COMTEX) --The Chairman of 
the Cabinet, Justice Minister Frances Johnson Morris, has left the country for Tokyo, Japan, 
ahead of President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf's visit to Japan. Minister Johnson Morris, who left 
the country today, will join the Presidential delegation, expected to arrive in Japan on 
Sunday.  

                                 
International Clips on West Africa 

Ex Sierra Leone militia leader to get hero's burial  
FREETOWN, March 8 (Reuters) - Hundreds of mourners on Thursday flocked to see the body 
of former Sierra Leonean militia leader Sam Hinga Norman, whose fighters were accused of 
roasting and eating their victims during a civil war.  
A former interior minister and co-coordinator of the Civil Defence Forces (CDF) militia during 
the British colony's 1991-2002 conflict, Norman died from heart failure two weeks ago after 
a routine operation in nearby Senegal.  
 

Local Media – Newspaper 

Senate Debates Mittal Steel Agreement 
(The Inquirer, Daily Observer, The Inquirer and National Chronicle) 

• he National Investment Commission Chairman, Dr. Richard Tolbert told reporters 
yesterday that the Senate commenced public hearings into the Mittal steel Agreement 
and made some amendments which affected infrastructures and pricing among 
others. Meanwhile, the Environmental  

          Protection Agency says Mittal Steel would be prevented from operating in       
          the Country until an environmental certificate was secured from the     
          agency. 
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Former Finance Minister wants Monetary System Reformed 
(The News and The Inquirer) 

• Former Finance Minister, Wilson Tarpeh called for the reform of the country’s 
monetary system to support economic growth and sustainable development. In a 
release issued in Monrovia yesterday, Mr Tarpeh stated that the current monetary 
regime was undermining the capacity of the Central Bank of Liberia to efficiently 
conduct solid monetary policies at the Bank. 

 
Liberian Women Join World Colleagues to Observe International Day 
(The News, The Informer, The Inquirer, Daily Observer and New Democrat) 

• Addressing a news conference Wednesday in commemoration of the International 
Women’s Day, Gender and Development Minister Varbah Gayflor said that violence 
was still being meted against women regardless of the continuous awareness which 
the Government and its partners create to stop the practice.  

• She stressed that women were confronted with different shades of coercion to do 
things against their will including sexual abuse but entreated men to fully participate 
in the campaign to end such a violence which the men are principal perpetrators. 

 
Local Media – Radio Veritas (News monitored today at 9:45 am) 
 
Liberian Senate Begins Public Hearings on Mittal Steel Agreement 
 (Also reported on ELBS and Star Radio) 

A Former Finance Minister wants Reform in Country’s Monetary System 

Action-Aid Liberia Alarms over High Incidents of Rape 
• According to its Annual Report, the international non-governmental organization, 

Action-Aid Liberia said that violence against women including rape, was continuing 
unchecked in the Country. 

• Released on the eve of International Women’s Day yesterday, the Report showed that 
rape accounted for the most reported serious crime with at least 173 cases recorded 
in 2006 in Montserrado County along as compared to the interior of the Country. 

 (Also reported on ELBS and Star Radio) 
 
President Johnson-Sirleaf Addresses International Women Meeting  

• President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf and delegation are presently in Spain where the 
President addressed the opening session of the Second International Women Meeting 
themed:, “Women for a Better World” and was hosted by the Vice President of Spain, 
Teresa Fernandez de la Vega. She also held talks with Spanish government officials to 
restore bilateral relationship with Liberia.  

(Also reported on ELBS and Star Radio) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Complete versions of the UNMIL International Press Clips, UNMIL Daily Liberian Radio Summary and 
UNMIL Liberian Newspapers Summary are posted each day on the UNMIL Bulletin Board. If you are 
unable to access the UNMIL Bulletin Board or would like further information on the content of the 
summaries, please contact Mr. Weah Karpeh at karpeh@un.org. 



 30

 
Cocorioko Website 
Friday, 9 March 2007  
 
Golley's Solicitors Say he is Seriously sick at Pademba Road Prisons 
  
  
For immediate release 
7th March 2007 
 
Golley seriously ill 
 
Omrie Golley, who is facing treason charges in Freetown, is “seriously ill”, according to Dr M.L. 
Conte-Coker, Senior Medical Officer at Pademba Road Prison where the former chairman of the 
Peace Council of the Revolutionary United Front is being detained. 
  
  
Dr Conte-Coker, who conducted an examination on Mr Golley, said in a letter to the Director of 
Prisons and others dated March 1: “His general condition has been deteriorating continuously for 
the past 10 days up to the present time of physical examination.” 
  
  
Mr Golley’s medical condition includes high blood pressure and chest pains. Medical experts say 
these could lead to a heart attack. 
  
  
Given the “severe” nature of Mr Golley’s health, Dr Conte-Coker has referred him to his private 
doctor for admission at the privately owned Choithram Memorial Hospital in Freetown so that Mr 
Golley’s vital organs could be monitored every four hours. 
  
  
However, Mr Golley’s UK lawyers, who are awaiting word from the authorities in Freetown, 
have pointed out that admission to the Choithram Memorial Hospital for monitoring is not the 
answer to their client’s serious health problems.     
  
  
James Oury of Oury Clark Solicitors, representing Mr Golley points out: “It is important that Mr 
Golley obtains urgent tests relating to his heart, for which there are no available facilities in Sierra 
Leone right now. Failure to provide such treatment immediately could be life threatening.” 
  
 


