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Norman said Pres. Kabbah orderad opening of ¢

From Front Page
- sky. " The helicopter then
ianaed and'l neard some
seopie cakling that that
evervone should come out
o the town, When [ came
cack in the town,
Chiet Hinga- Norman
nolding a meeting with the
kamajors inciuding other

I saw

peooie prasentand he then
said that the President had

N
sent him to open a

training base 1n the
Chniefdom 10
peopie in heiming to-fight
the war.” the narrated
adding that Chief Norman
was in the company of a
man which he idenufied
as Maxwell Knobe and
went on to tell the
gathenng that the man
was a Nigenian working

- =

AWORKO NEWSPAPER

with him {Norman;
through-orders given by
President Kaboah to
help 1n pursuing the
war The witness. when
asked Dy Prosecution
Counsel- Adwa Wiafe
how he knew Cmef
Norman was the Lzader
of the Kamayor Miirua,
she said that the former
[nternal Aftairs

at Special Court...

‘Norman said Pres. Kabbah ordered
opening of training base’- witness

Femare witness- TF2-
096 n ner evidence-in-
chief at the Speciai
Court's Trials Chamber

has disclosed that Chiet’

Hinga Norman sialed o
them that President
Ahmad Tejan kKabban
oraersg him o open a

wraining base in Taila in
the Yawbecko Chiefdom
of Bonthe distnct. The
36-year-oid witness. who
was captured 'by the
kamajors 1n 1996 and
speaks mende and Ko,
informed Chief
Norman thts

that
made

%/4/ v/

disclosure  during 2
meeting he (Norman) neid
in Talia town 1n 1997, She
went on Lo explain that she

Minisier now Special
Court indictes,
acknowiedged the fact
during tne said mesting.
“As Chief Norman siated
that he was fichung the
war for Pa Kabbah and for
the whole country (o be at
peace. He appealed o all
of us women in the own
that 1f we have lodging, food
and whatever assislance, we
should make 1 available 1o
the peopie that wouid be
~onducting the training.”
ne went on 10 recount her
xperiences whiie living
rth Kamajors in Taiia
ecalfing that Francis
ormoh. Allieu Kondewa,
:ceased Joumnaiist Prince

was in the town at a nyer

to fetch water when she

heard the sound of a

helicopter hovenng in the
_Conud. Page 2

Brima. Joe Timidaie,
Gobeh- all Namaiors. and

Chiefdom eiders of
Yawbecko were  all
present  duning  the

meeting hetd by Chief
Norman, the witness
recalled another incigent
in the same town when twe
“Town Commanders”
were killed by Pa Konde-
wiio s mostly called Allieu
Kondewa, “While | was
fetching water at the
Chief’s well in the town. §
saw a group of Kamajors
come towards me dancing
and were {ead by Pa Konde
and Kamour Gbenie. 1
saw {wo men who were

identified as Town

7 5207

raining

Page I~

ining base
) ,

Commander carrying suck
on their heads. After the
passed the well | saw P
Konde take-the gun fron
Kamour Goone and shot on
of the men to death.” TF2
096 further explained. Thne
two men she namated were
made town Commanders by
the RUF and that when the
Kamajors attacked the wown
where they were. these two
are said o have hidden
themselves- only to~be
captured later by Kamajors.
This she said ied 10 their
tilling. The tnal conunues
today with the witness being
cross-examined by Defence
Counsels for the CDF
indiciess.
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By Monamed Mansaray

Speciai Court prosecution witness in the n-going mial of CDF
indictees, TF2-096 revealed yesieraay that it was President
dhmad Tejan Kabbah who gave orders 1o open Base Zero at
Tatia, Yawbecko chiefdom in the Bonthe district sometime in
{997 to rain Kamajors. A
The wimess testifled that the President gave the orders follow-
ing the overthrow of his government by e AFRC junta during
that period.

The 36-vear-oid wimess was led in evidence by a prosecution
awver Adwoa Wiofe at Court Room No. 1, New England m

SPECIAL COURT WITNESS REVEALS

5 :
The witmess toid the court that she came © learn about
this deveiopment when Mr. Norman visited Tabia on board
a0 aircraft during that period. 1 was {aundening at a nearoy
stream when the helicopter landed,” she said and named
Maxwell Khove and Moinina Fofana as other people
who went with Mr. Norman.

The wimess ©01d the court that 3 meeung was -ununedi-
ately summoned at the court barray that was attended by

a large crowd.
“The meeting was also aended by Paramount Chiefs and
chiefdom zlders.” she sma

AT
Hinoa Norman Moinina Fofana

" How Kamajor Base Opened

Born i the Jong chieidorr. Bonthe district the wimess quoled
M. Norman as telling them dunng the meenng, that Presi-
dent Kabbah had askza them (Kamajors) to fight logethes
with ECOMOG 1o restore peace to Sierra Leone. "M
Norman toid us thar he was sent by Presigent abbab o
open a wawning base in the chiefdom where they would uain
Kamajors 10 fight the rebels,” the wimess further Lestified
and added that the accused also mtroduced himself as the
Kamajor leader

She further quoled Mr. Norman as pleading with the local
people during the meeting 1o assist Kamajors with food and
lodging since Kamajors would be commg © the training base
from other dismicts for imuation

She named Prince Brima ia journahstj, Aleu Kondewd,
Joe Temendae, Francis Ngomoh, one Mi. Ngobeh among
others as other people who artended the meeting

The wimess further quoted Mx. Norman as telhng Kamajors
during that visit that he would only give them weapans with
the approval of President K.abbah :

“About a few weeks later, a helicopter brought-weapons 1©
Talia”, she said

1o ber examunaton-in-chief eartier, the wimess testified that
Kamajors murderea a solcdier who had been brought o Takia
from Koribondo to surrender. She told the court the Karnaiors
also slaughtered two men (town commanders) both of wuum
were brought 10 Talie from the surroundung villages and were
appotnied by repeis. "One of the men was shot dead by Alieu
K ondewa.” she said. The wimess further informed the cowt that
Mr. Kondewa collected £e40.000 from a woman i the 0wn
whom the Kamajors accused ofbewng a revel. “The woman wal

the court

The wimess testified from the wimess proiective box and she
gave ner tswmony 1 Kno through an interpreier English.
The wimess was cross-exanuned by defence lawyers.

The mais conunue
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detained in a cage for hours ai Nyadehun. newr Talia™, she lold

[



i

Kabbah

8v Josepa Turay

Witness for the prosecutidn in their wvillage,

day told the court that when

code name TF1-096 vester-  ‘hey were with the Kamajors

_—;'l’_bnc‘uuh.w—u OO

b
#i  proverty wes surveyed Dy
-

Hinga
Norman summoned 3 meet-
. ing where e wid the peopte

Tells Nor
Open Training

... Witness Spits Fire At Special Court

that His Exceliency President
Ahmad Tejan Kabbah nad
asked tm o open a oulitary

raning base to ram Geiers
whg sould fight the war

agunst the rebel forces.

Contd. page 2
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The wimess wene further 0
expiain thar ar tus meenny,
ﬁ!Norman introduced to them
2 Nigerian called Maxvell
Khobe. Moinioa Fufana and
other men who he smd Presi-
dent Kabbah bad iosmucted
to fight alongside with
Hagminst the rebels.
Wimess narrated that it was
fom tis point they started
traiging @en kpowan s
K.rnajors who they aiso ini-
ated. [t was aiso around this
time the wmess rold (he
court that e beard that the
government of SLPP had
been overthrew.
TF 2096 testified that at the
eeang Norman amved w 4
heticoper and pieaded with
the people that they should
Hneip in whatever way they

—

o T

could to heip in the tramuing
of the Kamajors.

Wimess said at the meeong
the big men that were preseat
were one Francis Gormeh,
Joe Timinde, Goben, para-
mount chiefs and one jour-
Baiist Prince Brima. After s
meeting, the witness said
Norman thereafter mest imes
carne with food, clodung and
other logistcal support 1r the
fighters.

The wimess in her earlier
tesnmony expiained she s
36 years old. married with
vwo children and was in 2
iilage called Talia, when the
cebels first captured her wae
other civiliaas and ted them
with ropes and were later put
in a camp before later the
Kamajor atacked the rebets
and took fuil control of the
village.

Kabbah Tells Morman To Open Training Base

She went on to state that a
che time when the kamajors
were.in coatrof of the village,
they started hearing about
other Kamajor commanders
such as~Aldiey Kondewa who
ne sad was i charge of w-
tiating kamajor Gghters.
The wimess expiained that
rhey winessed cruet acs done
by kamajor Aghters. Cne she
said was the lathag of a soi-
dier who came to surrender.
The other she said were two:
ofher fellow villagers waom
she said the Kamayors ac-
cused of being rebet collabo-
rators. All three persons the;
wimess said were later killed!
by the Kamajors.

Wimess told the court that
her friend was also arrested.
and locked: up in a.cage by
Alieu Kondewa's
Kamajors.



4 weeks ban for

Hinga Norman

The Registrar of the
Special Court, Robm
Vincent yesterday
slammed 2 four-wegl
ban: prohibiting visgits 1o
Special Court indictee.
Chief Sam Hinga Norman
for breaching the rules of

4 "%fé %5{8

From Frong Page

addressed a leqer daled media,  he 1ssued 3
the VARG 10 ChiefNorman

nal Defender that if pe continues
fegaiun.g the Proceedings breaking the rufes of

20" September 2004 10

detention. The decision
taken’ yesterday states: -
the’ Registrar decides
pursuant 10 Rule 474 ()
{iv) amd \(v) of the Rutes
of Detentron 1o prohibit aft
visits betwean the detaines
and any other person

-

expect Court Appoinied
Counsels for 5 nperod of
four (4) weeks from the
date of this decision. ™ The
ban-order came following
Chief Norman's conttnued
breach of the Rules of
detention. in which he
Contd. Page 7~

% i ' v‘rs P - _E_
Ban for Hinga Norm

SB

Published ip the local October 2004 during a search

of 2 wisitor 1o the detainee -
That lener the Registrar noteg
Was published in whole or i
Partin fourjecal abioids. This

A53Inst him berfgre the delention, disciplinary warramed:heProsc"u:orxo file
i Court, noar ( N
Special “ourt.  Chijef 33ncton may e imposed. 4 “motion for the !Mmediage

Norman s said 15 haye
carbon-copied ir 1o 5 number

family Members and

Press. According (o Robin = (wg Copres  of
- , >
Vincent, atter the ietrer

- ] )
fae Registrar Went on 1p Cessation of violationg

the detainee s letter dae
¥as  detaipess ietier dajed 13 Octoper 2004

of the

explain, “considenng tha order; t ¢

of oo ied um o Considening orders On protective measures
d uals cluding  op 22 Jeidber 2004 the 1or witnesses and

the deteniion f‘acx."l!_v found toniempt.” ip refation

for
10 the
d 3



Bv. 4014 White Fofanah

Stardipg revelations continue to come out at the
Special Court for war crimes in Freetown,

A 56-vear-old female wit-
ness whose name was
withneld nut dubbed TF2-
796, said she was m arefu-
zee camp when the Revo-
wunonary United Front
‘ebels captured her and
sthers and cok them w©
Tahia Yawbelu Criefdom
n Bonthe Distnct.
She toid the Court that the
;amp was thres-and-a-
salf mules o the st wil-
ge. “We were ned with
opes and draggec to Taha
it mght. in the morming,

we were asked 1o as-
the Cour:
where the

sembie at
Barrayv’,

rebels wstructed the ci-
vilians (o be in the Tont
row, while thev rallied at
e b

‘eCt us in case of any at-
ack v the Kamajors.”
The wimess stated that
the rebels sumt houses,

ck “1a11‘1m0 0 pro-

anc threw some civilians
into the fire. “They also
footed houses before
theviled the village™. she
added.

wooliTy-
ing arthe Special Court
The witness said the
rebels appounted a man
called Samue! Yomah as
secretary i 1996 (o 1s-
sue passes © civilians.
She said Kamajors took
them from the camp for
the second trne afterthe
rebel attack. T was toid
that one of those villages
s voruna Foranah's vil-
lage.” Monma Fofana is
one of the Civij Defence
Force commanders

“presently on Tal at the

Court.

knew \/Io"rma orhnan n

she first saw Kamajor

live

1997 TF-2-096 saxd bosses like Ngobeh, Joe

‘ Con.t(L page 2

Rebkeols Burnt Civilians Alive

From page !
Temeda and the Kamajor

High  Priest  Allieu

Kondewa

Thewimess said she knew
Kondewat at Jorpowahum
village . She said when
Kondewal was at
Mokost village,
nated Kamajors
She racalled that one
day she went 1o 2 nearby
stream o taunder
clothes and she heard a
helicopter. ‘When they
ran o rhe they

he ini-

cene.

saw chief Hinga
Norman ( who is
also now on tral),
ate Maxwell Kobi
and the director of
war of the Civi] De-
fence Force Monina
Fofanah. “The two
other
were ntroduced to
us by Chief Hinga
Norman.”, she said.
After that she said
an incident hap-
pened which at-
tracted attention.

strongmen-

The wirness stated
that she later saw two
men carry “sticks
while Kondewai was.
with them and later
they were killed, ac-
cusing them of work-
ing for the rebels. “A
friend of mine was
also taken to a nght cage
by the kamajors and we
paid Le 40,000 for her to
be released. She said it
was Allieu Kondewat
who ordered for her to be
released.”

P

P
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3" November 2004

Dear =duor.

Dwrlte o draw agenton coan arucle utled "Kabbah Disappuints
United Statss"' which appeared on page two of your Muonduy.
November 8, 2004 publicanon.

My query is that the winier naccurately atributes 10 President Kaboab
the following stutemenc "Migeria acted properly by Kesping Charies
Taylor and that's way [ have not bezn pressing for Charles Tuylor
come and facs the special court. Taylor would only have fled inw
the bush and kezep fizghung if Nigena had not managed to sideline

"

fnm.
What President Kapbah said on the said Sundayv 3 tsi October 2004,
wien ne was addressing members of LURD who had come 1o sev
hum for some counsulanon was clear and stralghtforward. He said
that for those who would want (o know why ne has so far been
silent on the matter of the 2xtraditon of Charles Taylor (o fuce the
Special Cowt m Siera Leone, President Kubbal expianed that “whiie

Charies Taylors back was agawnst the wall and there were calls tor um”

(Taylor) io sep down as President of Libena, Taylorhad old President
Obasamo that he had an opuon of gong back w the bush © st fighting
as a guedlla ieader. President Obansanjo did 0ot ke hat uderance ligntly
Secause of (e poenual it had not only to plunge Libena nto renewed
fghung, but thar it would affect neighbonng counmes such as Sierra Leone,
if Tavior were 1o resort 1o guenltia wartare.

President Kabbah furmer explained that it was on that dusis thal
President Obasanjo considered offering Taylor asylum in Nigera w

But President Kabbah went oa further w say that he "rehed wi tie

competence of the Special Court and that 1t was only 4 tiatiel uf

time before Tavior faced the Special Cowrt. He 2ven turther stated
that Tavior will be brougnt here o face justice, and that s ievitadle.
Yours Sincarety,

Kanj1 Daramy

Presidennal Spokesman
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The Special Court Trial Chamber: A Reporter’s View

fudges who constitute the
Trial Chamber of the Spe-
ciad Court for Sierra Leone,
namely. Judge Benjamin
Mutanga  ltoe, Judge
Rosolu, john Bankole Th-
ompson and Judge Pierre G.
Houtet continue to hear war
crimes testimonies from
prosecution
against mdictees of the
court. Comes such as kiit-

WInesses

ing, looting, rape. sexual
shavery, burning, maiming,
axtermination among oti-
ers. The Judges were sworn-
won December 2. 2002 and
were  given a J-year
mandate to wrap up the
riais.

Barely a year ana hatl after
the trials kicked-otf w1 2ar-
nest, a ot has been .earnt
thout these Judees and zach
ot them, having his own dis-
iriet features or characteris-
ties.

BENJAMIN
Beginning with the Presud-
ing judge, Benjamin  ltoe
(Cameroonian) . he coordi-
nates the work of the Cham-
berand lial 2o with the Reg-
istrar of the court on mat-
rers affectng the Chamber.

He says very little and ap-
s litde difficuit butac-
snmodating during ses-

Groan

Uecasstonaily. he

wombd play pranks with key

Jetenge and

DATIILS, ig

prosecution lawyers, wit-
nesses, indictees as well as
officials of the Court
Management. Whenever
Judge ltoe becomes angry
during trials, members in the
public gailery would know
immediately. In most cases,
i is normatly defence law-
vers that drive _Rim to anger,
particutarly during cross-ex-
amination Of pl'OSﬁCLl[l\)H
witnesses. Defence lawyers
would normally conduct
cross-examination of cer-

i wiltnesses tnan aggres-

O’Shea, John Camegh to
name but a few.

in addition, Judge ltoe per-
forms other specific func-
tions. He announces the
opening/resumption and
closure of the day’'s ses-
310N8s.

Judge ltoe obtained a Bach-
slor of Law degree with
Honours from the Univer-
sity of Lagos m 1967, He
wus one ume Deputy Chief
of the Supreme
Court of Cameroon. Judge
ltoe 13 Honorary President

Justice

Thompson zngages lawyers
at times, there would be
mutnurings from amongst
members 1 the public gal-
lery. He s auick to pointout
the tlaws ot lawyers when-
ever they attermpt o breach
the rules governing the pro-
ceedings and in most cases,
the lawyers would end up ac-
knowledging their mistakes
L\Ild would sometimes
apologise. Judge Thompson
uses words in court that could
best be described as
“unambiglous”  that create

g sessions.

A tormer High Court Judge
in Sierra Leone, Bankole Th-
ompson obtained a Bacheior
of Arts Degree in Liberal
Studies trom Fourah Bay
College. He later obtained a
Masters degree in Law from
Cambridge University in En-
gland. Judge Thompson was
the legal officer for the Mano
River Union, comprising Si-
erra Leone, Liberia and
Guinea between 1977 and
1981,

PIERRE

| Mohamed Mansaray

Generally speaking however, the three judges can
sustain or over rule defence and prosecution
applications and objections during sessions.

sive manner, this warrants
the
Bench cautioning counsels

intervention. of the

not to reveal the identities
of protected witnesses as
ed tor in the Court’s
Statute. He would also cau-
non detence lawyers to con-
duct cross-examinations in
accordance with the rules.

provi

Defence lawvers such as
o
Tur

wrles Muargar, Shekou
Wayne Jordash, Dr.

¥

Bu-Bukei Jaboi, Andreas

of the Caimeroonian Chap-
ter of the Commonweaith
Magistrates and Judges
Association.

BANKOLE
Another judge of the Cham-
ber, Bankole Thompson (Si-
erra Leonean) also has fus
own pecuiiar features, one ot
which “choice of
words”. He takes his time to

15 his

choose words during argu-
ments with defence and pros-
scution lawvers. When Judge

impact immediately,

He would say for instance -
“That question appeurs argu-
mentative leamed counsel.
and it is tughly-hkely that you
might end up inviting the
witness and the prosecution
Into a convuluted engage-
ment” and then there would
be a reaction in the gallery
Judgs Thompson speaks
mitidly and with clarity. He is

good at persuading law-
10 accent their fauls dur-

Unlike Judge Thumpson,
ludge Pierre Boutet { Cana-
dian), speaks very fast and
with vigour, probably be-
cause of s mlitary back-
ground. Judge Boutet also
sngages lawyers during
Cross-examination ol wit-
nesses. He is quick to ask
lawyers: “What are you seek-
ing to achieve with that line
of cross-examimaton?”, and
an explanation would follow,
W most cases from defence

lawyers.

Judge Boutet envolled in the
Canadian Armed Forces m
1973 and has held a number

"ot key positions in the lewal

branch i the Canadian
Foree, mcluding Assistant
Judge Advocate General i
Winnipeyg at Alr Conunand
Headguarters. He was pro-
moted 0 Brnigadier General
and then later to Judge Ad-
vocate General of the Cana-
dian Armed Forces in 1993

Judge Boutet vbtained u
Bachelor of Arts and a law
degree from Laval University
i Quebee City. His area of
spectality mctude Miliary
law, Humanitarian law and
Preacekeeping Uencrdliy
speaking however, Uie thiee
Judges
rule defence and prosecution
applications and objections
during sessions. They
equally can read out rulings
agreed upon by the Chaunbe
As it is at the moment, the
Chamber does not appear to

all sustim or over

be having much problem
with the prosecution. ual-
though oucassionalty . the
Judges would lrown at sl
(prosecution lawyers) uve
unneceessary objections
They would alsu Fownul e
lawyers when they atteimipiw
2o outstde the rules guvern-
ing re-exarmination of pros-
seution withesses
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Kabbah Disappoints United States

Concord Times (Freetown)
OPINION

November §, 2004

Posted to the web November 8, 2004

By Chernoh Alpha M. Bah
Freetown

President Kabbah may have taken the world aback last Sunday when he endorsed the
asylum granted, a year ago, to former Liberian President Charles Taylor - currently
wanted by the UN-backed Special Court for supporting rebels who destabilized Sierra
Leone in a decade old vicious insurgency.

Kabbah says, "Nigeria acted properly by keeping Charles Taylor, and that's why I have
not been pressing for Charles Taylor to come and face the special court. Taylor would
only have fled into the bush and keep fighting if Nigeria had not managed to sideline
him." His Excellency went further to say categorically that, "For me to press President
Obasanjo to go back on his word would have been very unfair." Very unfair! This is
Kabbah's summary of the whole issue of Taylor and the controversial asylum he was
granted by Uncle Shege in August last year. Indeed, His Excellency's statements have
brought the whole debate to the apex.

Since the UN-backed Special Court unsealed Taylor's indictment in July last year, his
asylum has been a subject of debate amongst many. The United States in particular is
leading the platform - continuously shouting and crying loudly - for his extradition and
they (the US) even attempted hijacking Taylor from his residence in Calabar to have him
arraigned in front of the Special Court. US officials have argued that Taylor's presence in
Nigeria is a complete threat to peace and stability in the sub-region.

What a parody? The United States seems disinterested over the ramifications of having
Taylor extradited to Sierra Leone. Yes they don't care what the aftermath would be. Their
attention is solely pinned on having the former Liberian warlord extradited regardless of
the consequences.

But Kabbah may have thought it extremely perilous to support Taylor's extradition to
Freetown knowing fully well how dangerous Taylor is. His Excellency might have



calculated the precariousness of supporting the US stance on Taylor. And those of us who
know how chicken-hearted His Excellency is can understand why he chose to back down
from the controversial debate surrounding Taylor's asylum in Nigeria.

Indeed, Kabbah may have learnt his lesson's long ago while dealing with late Foday
Sankoh and would not want the same variable mistakes he made in the past to recur in
this country. Of course, a monkey would never leave its black palm behind.

Taylor, a man who miraculously escaped from a well-fortified US prison in
Massachusetts some 16 years ago and exploded his way to the Executive Mansion in
Monrovia, would not hesitate an inch to replicate the same in an ill-fortified and
uncompleted Special Court prison yard in Freetown.

Besides, if Sankoh has the impudence to hold Kabbah and the International Community
to ransom and force them to Lome in 1999 while he was perpetually chained at Pademba
Road, I see no impossibility in Taylor holding America's David Crane hostage if he is
arraigned in front of Special Court judges here.

Where would the United States be in the event of such a disaster? Certainly, they would
leave, bag and baggage, with their citizens and allow us to die at the hands of merciless
bloodthirsty Taylor boys. Yes it happened in the past.

The British and Americans abandoned us in the slaughter and played the audience whilst
murderous rebels alighted vengeance on our innocent people. Uncle Shege is aware of
this and knows fully the dangers associated with the decision to turn Taylor over to
handicapped Special Court officials here. After all, he is mindful of the sacrifices his
country (Nigeria) made for peace and sanity to be restored in Sierra Leone and is
certainly unprepared to allow such extremely strenuous accomplishments to wallow in
murkiness. And Kabbah is equally heedful of how supportive Obasanjo and Nigeria have
been to him during his trial times in power.

So to say, Kabbah would have backed the United States against Uncle Shege over Taylor
was a complete daydream. His Excellency is ready to unfasten all aid from Washington
but there was no probability that he would join the US to advocate for Taylor's
extradition. This was clearly manifest when Kabbah says for him to pressure Uncle Shege
to go back on his word is very unfair.

Kabbah believes in Obasanjo's decision and he would always go by it for good. Perhaps
this is why His Excellency concludes that Obasanjo's resolve to keep Taylor in Calabar 1s
proper without which he would have fled to West Africa's thick jungles once again to
fight.

Therefore, America can go to hell with its dollars; Kabbah does not care as long as he
maintains Uncle Shege's readiness to send troops to defend him when the need arises.
Yes, that is true! Certainly plenty US soldiers have died in Afghanistan and Iraq (and
many more are dieing) since 9/11 but Washington never dreamt of sending a soldier to



help during "Operation Octopus” in Monrovia and "Operation Spear No Soul" in
Freetown. Then why the noise about Taylor? It was Nigeria that helped restore peace in
Sierra Leone and not the US.

The naked truth is: His Excellency was just been bold and frank in telling White House
officials that the time is ripe for Africans to solve their own problems. The US should
know this. And African leaders must learn to support each other and act in concurrence
no matter how strong external intruders appear to be. Self-preservation and protection
supersedes everything else. This has been demonstrated by the US in its so-called war
against terrorism.

Qo if re-elected US president George Bush and States Department officials are looking
for a correlate to speed up efforts to have Taylor extradited to Sierra Leone, they've not
found one in Kabbah. Surely, they would not! Kabbah has already disappointed the
United States.

Copyright © 2004 Concord Times. All rights reserved. Distribu
by AllAfrica Global Media (allAfrica.com).
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SIX WARRING FACTION heads in the Liberian civil war finally gathered at a
ceremony at the seat of the Liberian Presidency, the Executive Mansion, in Monrovia, to
affix their signatures to a formal declaration of the dissolution and disbandment of their
various armed groups.

By that single act of the stroke of the pen, the Liberians United for Reconciliation and
Democracy (LURD), the remnants of Taylor's loyalists known as "Former Government
of Liberia (GOL)" Militias, and the Movement for Democracy in Liberia (MODEL)
dismantled their command structures and ceased to exist as military groups fighting for
the governance of Liberia. This was in fulfillment of Article VII (1a) of the
Comprehensive Peace Agreement signed on July 18 last year.

AGAIN, LAST THURSDAY, some generals of these disbanded factions said to number
forty-eight formally handed over their weapons in a ceremonial act of relinquishing the
instruments of death and destruction, of seeking state power by force of arms, and of
subjecting the population to fear, mayhem, and psychological torture. In a sense they said
goodbye to violence and therefore should be opening their arms, minds, and soul to
dialogue based on precepts and law, and political persuasion for state power build not on
the strength of thugs, but on the promises of democracy and freedom rooted in good
governance and global solidarity.

ALL OF THESE feats were achieved under the diligence of the international community
epitomized by UNMIL and the Government of the United States of America that have
been working since last year to ensure that this nation returns to peace and democracy.
We say hats off to them much as we congratulate the heads of the former warring factions
and their frontline commanders for a coup well achieved. On behalf of millions of
Liberians in IDP and refugee camps across the sub-region and hundreds more in the
Diaspora, we bid the peacekeepers from Namibia, Ghana, Nigeria, The Ukraine, China,
Pakistan, Mali, USA, Ireland, Senegal, and The Netherlands, amongst others, continue
the good work and be even more vigilant in their dedication to save humanity. We call
also on the heads of the various former warring factions to rededicate themselves to the




fight for peace, justice, and democracy through the precepts of law and collective
citizens' efforts. We bid them transform their zeal for war into the symphony of peace
and tolerance.

WE SAY THIS because we regard what happened on the 3rd and 4th of November as the
beginning - not an end in itself, for, any attempt to make it an end is to invite future
trouble. There is still more to be done now that the center commands of factional control
are formally deemed disbanded. There are caches of arms to be sought throughout the
town, villages, cities, jungles, and forests of Liberia and confiscated; there are fears of
reprisal and promises of better days made to foot militiamen by their commanders to be
addressed, and there is, on top of all that, a horde of disbanded militias and former
soldiers of the Armed Forces of Liberia to be restructured into an army that sells to the
citizens security protection and not intimidation and human rights violation.

WHILE ALL STAKEHOLDERS - Liberians, the UN System, and friendly governments
and organizations - will need to work together and harness their resources in order to
achieve this last and crucial feat, we want it to be clear from the beginning whose
responsibility it is to make sure that all goes according to plan. What is the responsibility
of everybody is the responsibility of nobody. We say this because ECOWAS was to
perform the same mandate in 1996 - all was signed and sealed by disbanded warring
faction leaders and witnessed by the international community including OAU, ECOWAS,
the UN, and US. But when some Liberians, who were actually former faction leaders,
began to argue about sovereignty, ECOWAS withdrew in its shell without recourse to the
agreement and all we got was another insurgency after barely a year of respite.

WE WANT TO state categorically that a repeat of the 1996 scenario where the
international community abandoned the Liberian people on flimsy arguments will not
only be disastrous but will undermine, for a long time to come, the effectuality of
international and regional interventions in conflicts that have regional security
dimensions.

IT IS THEREFORE our hope that from the initial stage, all stakeholders will agree that
this is the crucial stage of the resolution of the Liberian conflict that invites the vigilance,
tactfulness, poise, diplomacy, and persistence of the international community. Nothing
less.

Copyright © 2004 The Analyst. All rights reserved. Distributed
AllAfrica Global Media (allAfrica.com).



11/08/2004 13:21:58
Ivory Coast Loyalists Confront French
By PARFAIT KOUASSI

ABIDJAN, Ivory Coast (AP) French armored vehicles took up positions near the home
of Ivory Coast's president Monday, and thousands of his supporters marched on the
site, fearing an attempt to oust him as France clamped down on violence in its
former West African colony.

The commanders of Ivory Coast and French forces appeared jointly on state
television to appeal for calm. Earlier, French troops fired warning shots to ward off
the surging, chanting throngs filling the streets around the home of President
Laurent Gbagbo.

A weekend of unrest by machete-waving mobs confronting French troops has left
more than 500 people wounded, a Red Cross official said. Two Abidjan hospitals told
The Associated Press they handled a total of five dead and 250 wounded in Monday's
violence alone, with at least three killed by gunshots.

Fifty armored vehicles moved in around Gbagbo's home in Ivory Coast's commercial
capital, Abidjan, presidential spokesman Desire Tagro said.

' Their presence here is scaring people. They're crying and they think that President
Gbagbo is going to be overthrown," Tagro told the AP by telephone.

The French denied surrounding the house or intending to oust Gbagbo, saying forces
only were securing a temporary base at a hotel a couple hundred yards away for
foreign evacuations.

' *Everything should go back to normal," Gen. Henri Poncet said on state TV. " "It is
absolutely not a matter of ousting President Laurent Gbagbo."

Gen. Matthias Doue, Ivorian chief of army staff, urged rioters to go home, adding:
"I call on people to remain calm."

Despite the appeal, the protest swelled by several thousand people by late
afternoon.

Protesters chanted against the French, yelling, * " The whites don't like the blacks,
but we don't care!" Some signs declared, * " Ivory Coast is a sovereign state.”

A standoff arose outside Abidjan as well, as several hundred loyalist youths stood on
a main road, blocking a 70-vehicle, heavily armed convoy of French reinforcements
trying to enter the city.

Tensions crossed Ivory Coast's borders, with U.N. officials telling AP that more than
1,000 refugees have fled into neighboring Liberia. Guinea, to the north, said it was
sending military reinforcements to its own border.



French forces have moved to take control of Abidjan after chaos erupted in this West
African nation Saturday. Ivorian warplanes launched a surprise airstrike that killed
nine French peacekeepers and an American civilian aid worker in the north, held by
rebels since a 2002 civil war divided the country. The government later called the
bombing a mistake, which France rejected.

France hit back within hours, wiping out Ivory Coast's newly built-up air force two
Russian-made Sukhoi jet fighters and at least three helicopter gunships on the
ground.

Street-level violence erupted, with mobs seeking to exact revenge on French
citizens. With armored vehicles and helicopter gunships deployed, France used tear

gas and concussion grenades to quell the mobs.

After 150 people were reported wounded Saturday, Red Cross official Kim Gordon-
Bates said the toll had climbed to " over 500 wounded much more than that."
Loyalist mobs were blocking efforts to set up an emergency clinic for the injured, he
said.

France said it was not intervening to destabilize the country or take sides in the
country's civil war, while Gbagbo appealed for calm.

Over the weekend, hard-liners called for loyalists to form a * “human shield" around
Gbagbo's home, and on Monday state media called on young and old to take to the
streets nearby and at the broadcast headquarters.

Near the president's house, mobs swarmed one foreigner by appearance an
immigrant from a neighboring northern country caught up in their midst, kicking and
beating him. " Kill him," young men shouted, before he was dragged into the crowd.

Six men, faces painted black, forced an AP reporter from his taxi at gunpoint and
commandeered the vehicle.

French Embassy spokesman Francois Guenon denied the French troops were
targeting Gbagbo, saying, ~ "It is not a question of ousting him, that is very clear.”

French armored vehicles rolled through the city after taking control of the
international airport and strategic points, including bridges, over the weekend.

After angry government loyalists looted and burned businesses and roamed house-
to-house in search of French citizens, residents Monday assessed the damage to a

skyscraper-lined city that once was West Africa's most prosperous thanks to Ivory

Coast's position as the world's top cocoa producer.

' “Everything is burned," said one woman, a teacher at a French school that was
looted and torched in the anti-French riots. ~ " They have stolen everything they
could.”

' *They even tore out the toilet seat,” she said on condition her name not be used.
' *The only thing I'm waiting for is for the airport to open, so I can get out of here."



France has about 4,000 peacekeepers in Ivory Coast. The United Nations has about
6,000, manning a buffer zone between rebel north and government south.

On Monday, French military planes returned home the bodies of the nine French
soldiers killed in the bombing, along with 34 wounded soldiers.

In Paris, French Defense Minister Michele Alliot-Marie rejected accounts by some
Ivory Coast officials that the bombing was a mistake and urged the reopening of
peace talks.

In Ethiopia, the African Union upheld the U.N. and French intervention in Ivory
Coast.

**We do not condemn the action of the French forces," said Republic of Congo
Foreign Minister Rodolphe Adada, who chaired an emergency session Monday on
Ivory Coast. " In fact, the action of the French forces have contributed to the
restoration of peace and security."

At the United Nations, a draft Security Council resolution circulated Monday called for
an arms embargo on Ivory Coast and a travel ban and asset freeze against those
blocking peace, violating human rights, and preventing the disarmament of
combatants.

A 1999 coup, amid increasing instability following the 1993 death of Ivory Coast's
three-decade post-independence leader, ended Ivory Coast's reputation for stability.
Gbagbo was installed amid an uprising by his supporters the next year during an
aborted vote count for the first post-coup presidential elections.

South African President Thabo Mbeki was consulting with African leaders ahead of an
emergency trip to Ivory Coast, a foreign affairs spokesman said Monday. The African
Union said Sunday it would send Mbeki to press Ivory Coast to find a political
solution.

Associated Press reporter Nafi Diouf in Dakar, Senegal, contributed to this report.
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ECOWAS-EU Ministerial Troika meeting opens

Accra, Nov. 8, GNA - The Sixth Economic Community of West African States - European Union (ECOWAS-EU)
Ministerial Troika meeting started in Accra on Monday to review and chart new frontiers toward the peace and
security in the West Africa Sub-Region.

The meeting, which is co-haired by Mrs Agnes Van Ardenne, Leader of the EU Delegation and Nana Addo Dankwa
Akufo-Addo, Ghana's Foreign Minister, would look at ways the EU could assist to improve security and economic
integration.

Nana Akufo-Addo opened the meeting with an overview of the peace and security developments in the Sub-Region
zeroing on developments in Cote d'Ivoire, Guinea Bissau, Liberia and Sierra Leone.

He said the significant developments achieved so far sounded a note of hope and encouragement but also concern in
the pursuit of lasting peace and sustainable economic progress.

He noted that the renewed tension in Cote d'Ivoire resulting from the stalemate in the peace process, the outbreak of
violence in Guinea Bissau and the Muslim-Christian violence in Liberia were negative developments.

Giving an update on Cote d'Ivoire, the Foreign Minister announced that last Saturday President Olusegun Obasanjo,
Chairman of the African Union (AU), convened a meeting in Nigeria and nominated President Thabo Mbeki of
South Africa to lead a delegation to Abidjan for a mediation process.

He said the Accra I1I Agreement for implementation of pertinent provisions of the Marcoussis Accord still remained
the way forward for lasting peace in Cote d'Ivoire.

The peace process reached a stalemate because of the failure by the Ivorian parties to abide by the September 30
timeframe set by the Accra I1I Accord for the Ivorian Government to submit to Parliament for adoption of bills on
citizenship, land ownership and eligibility of the Presidency.

On Guinea Bissau, Nana Akufo-Addo said despite the gradual restoration of the constitutional order, the October 6
incident in which a group of mutinous soldiers killed the Chief of Defence Staff along with the head of human
resources had interrupted the smooth process. He said, however, the Bissau Government and the mutineers had
struck an accord to end the dispute under efforts spearheaded by the AU, ECOWAS and the Community of
Portuguese Speaking Countries.

"Guinea Bissau's worsening security situation is closely linked to its dire economic and financial situation resulting
from its neglect by the international community," Nana Akufo-Addo said.

Nana Akufo-Addo expressed satisfaction about Liberia saying: "In spite of the constraints encountered in the
implementation of the Comprehensive Peace Agreement, the process has chalked tremendous progress."

He said over 80,000 ex-combatants had been disarmed, but there was a number of ex-rebels still present in parts of
the countryside that were inaccessible by vehicles. As a result they used their guns to extort items and harass
innocent civilians.

He said the major concern for the National Transitional Government of Liberia was the reluctance of donors to fund
the costly restructuring exercise in the country. Preparations for the country's 2005 elections had begun, he added.

Nana Akufo-Addo noted that, notwithstanding, the progress made in Sierra Leone, the maintenance of the
peacekeeping force was still necessary in order to consolidate the peace, improve the security situation and
strengthen the authority of the government. Mrs Ardenne said ECOWAS remained a crucial institution as far as
improving peace and security in the Sub-Region were concerned and the EU was committed to lend its support.

http://www.ghanaweb.com/GhanaHomePage/NewsArchive/printnews.php?ID=69364 09/11/2004
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She lauded the efforts and success chalked so far by ECOWAS in the peace process in some of the troubled
countries.

Mrs Ardenne condemned the attack on the French Peacekeeping Forces in Cote d'Ivoire and a radio and television
announcement, which, she said, called for violence against foreigners in the country. She called on parties to the
conflict to respect the ceasefire agreement saying: "Immediate disarmament is required".

"The EU is ready to assist ECOWAS towards that effort and we also welcome the stance taken in Nigeria by
President Obasanjo to intervene in the Cote d'Ivoire crisis."

Mrs Ardenne said the EU was concerned about the quality of the peace process and disarmament in Liberia because
events during the past week had shown that all was not well.

"There is no reconciliation process in place and possible steps need to be taken to improve the situation on arms
flow between Liberia and Guinea Bissau," she said. 08 Nov. 04

Source: GNA

http://www.ghanaweb.com/GhanaHomePage/NewsArchive/printnews.php?ID=69364 09/11/2004
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Situation in Céte d’Ivoire remains tense as foreigners seek refuge in UN
buildings

$ November 2004 — The situation in Céte d’Ivoire continues to cause great concern, foreign nationals have sought
refuge in United Nations buildings and the atmosphere in the commercial capital of Abidjan remains very tense and
volatile despite the restoration of relative calm following several days of violence in the West African country.

The UN Operation in Cote d’Ivoire (UNOCTI) reported today that the mission was monitoring the ceasefire
agreement between Government and rebel forces, while unruly mobs were roaming some streets in Abidjan and hate
media broadcasts aimed at foreigners continued. It said some 800 foreign nationals had sought refuge within UN
compounds and sites and were being protected by UN peacekeepers.

Fighting flared last Thursday when the Government violated the ceasefire by launching an attack in the Zone of
Confidence (ZOC) in the north of the country separating the combatants. On Saturday Government aircraft bombed
French peacekeeping forces in the area, killing nine people and leading the French to destroy the country’s air force.
Supporters of President Laurent Gbagbo then took to the streets of Abidjan in retaliation, harassing and intimidating
foreigners.

The Security Council condemned the Government attacks and demanded the immediate cessation of all military
operations by all Ivorian parties and full compliance with the ceasefire agreements.

UNOCI reported today that Government forces had now withdrawn south from the ZOC. UN forces are protecting
many Government officials as well as UN personnel and property and some UN troops have been redeployed from
the north to reinforce UNOCI positions in Abidjan.

“We welcome President Gbagbo’s appeal for calm but note with concern the continuing ‘messages of hate’ being
broadcast over public radio and television as well as other local FM stations encouraging Ivorians to take to the

streets,” UNOCI spokesman Jean-Victor Nkolo said.

Mr. Nkolo told UN Radio that the mission had now raised to level four the security level throughout the country,
meaning that where conditions permit, non-essential staff will be evacuated. There have so far been no evacuations.

He called for a full and immediate cessation of all hostilities in order to put the peace process back on track since the
ceasefire agreements that ended the civil war “remain the only solution out of this crisis.”

http://www.un.org/apps/news/printnews.asp?nid=12474 09/11/2004
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COTE D IVOIRE: France denies trying to topple President, diplomatic efforts continue

ABIDJAN, 8 Nov 2004 (IRIN) - France sought on Monday to
reassure thousands of angry Ivorian demonstrators that it was not
trying to topple President Laurent Gbagbo, after a weekend of mob
violence forced more than 2,000 foreigners to flee their homes.

As French troops tried to restore calm to the streets of the West
African nation, French diplomats scurried to push a resolution
through the UN Security Council that would impose penalties on
Cote d'Ivoire, while South African President Thabo Mbeki prepared
to fly into Abidjan to kick-start the battered peace process.

Ivorian youths began setting fire to French schools and businesses,

IRIN looting homes and threatening foreigners on Saturday after the

French army destroyed almost the entire Ivorian air force in
At least 2,050 foreign residents were retaliation for the killing of nine of its peacekeepers in an aerial
sheltering in French and UN military bombardment in the northern town of Bouake.

bases in Abidjan on Monday, many
having been plucked by helicopter from

their homes At least 2,050 foreign residents were sheltering in French and UN

military bases in Abidjan on Monday, many having been plucked by
helicopter from their homes as they came under attack from angry mobs, some armed with sticks, stones
and machetes.

The International Committee of the Red Cross said well over 400 people had been treated on Sunday, some
for wounds from live ammunition and it appealed to be allowed to continue its activities unharmed.

Gbagbo made his first television appearance late Sunday, appealing to protesters to head home and not let
themselves be provoked, but on Monday around 5,000 demonstrators lined up opposite French tanks
stationed outside the Hotel Ivoire in the upmarket suburb of Cocody.

Screaming anti-French slogans and carrying banners branding the French assassins, the protesters rallied at
the hotel following a morning appeal on state radio to form a human shield to protect Gbagbo, whose
residence is nearby.

A diplomat at the hotel said French troops had fired shots in the air to disperse the protesters. Ivorian state
television broadcast images of injured people getting to hospital. Over the weekend, it also showed the
bodies of protesters who, it said, had been killed by French forces.

However it was unclear how many casualties there were.

"The situation is worrying, it could explode at any moment,” another Western diplomat told IRIN. "Any
negotiations about Ivorian politics is impossible at the moment. It's about lowering the tensions and calming
the crisis.”

Joint patrols

Inside the hotel, French, UN and military officials met the Ivorian army's chief of staff Mathias Doue, and
government representatives and agreed to organise joint patrols to help restore calm to the city, which was
once the economic toast of West Africa.

In a televised press conference, all were keen to dismiss rumours inflaming passions in Abidjan that Paris
was aiming to depose Gbagbo from power.

"He represents a legal government, elected by the people. Our only goal is to ensure the safety of the
French and expatriate community and also that of all Abidjan residents; we are here to stop Abidjan falling

http://www.irinnews.org/print.asp?ReportID=44054 09/11/2004
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into the hands of looters," General Henri Poncet of the French forces said.

Mamadou Koulibaly, the speaker of parliament and one of the most hardline members of Gbagbo's party,
spoke in a similar vein on Monday despite having called people onto the streets just a day earlier.

"The French troops do not intend to stage a coup d'etat nor destabilise Cote d'Ivoire," he said. "The craziest
rumours are those which make republics fall the fastest,” he warned, urging people to calm down and get on
with their normal lives.

Speaking in northern France, President Jacques Chirac added his voice to the chorus trying to reassure the
Ivorian population.

"France is the friend of Cote d'Ivoire. We want the country to find the path to national reconciliation,” he
said.

But not all Gbagbo supporters were convinced, chief among them Charles Ble Goude, the leader of the
Young Patriots militant group, who has proved to be a mobilising force in the past.

"I have no confidence in the French army. They should return to their barracks, leave the bridges and give
us back our airport,” he told French radio.

Diplomatic channels

Meanwhile in New York, French diplomats called for penalties, including an arms embargo to be imposed on
France’s former colony, which has been split into a rebel-held north and a government-controlled south
since September 2002.

The Ivorian army violated an 18-month ceasefire last Thursday by bombing rebel strongholds, with the
attacks continuing on Friday before the French troops, 4,000 of whom patrol the ceasefire zone alongside
6,000 UN peacekeepers, fell victim on Saturday.

"The Security Council... decides that all states shall, for an initial period of 12 months... take the necessary
measures to prevent the direct or indirect supply, sale or transfer to Cote d'Ivoire... of arms or any other
material, in particular military aircraft,” a draft of the resolution obtained by IRIN read.

The draft resolution, which French diplomats at the UN hoped would pass on Monday, also provides for
travel bans and the freezing of funds for individuals who block the implementation of a 2003 French-
brokered peace deal, known as the Linas-Marcoussis agreement.

Before last week's government military offensive Cote d'Ivoire had been locked in political deadlock for
months. The government was supposed to pass a series of political reforms, including a controversial
amendment to the constitution to widen the pool of those eligible to become president and the rebels were
supposed to start disarming in mid-October. But each side dug in their heels, each blaming the other for the
faiture of the peace plan.

It is this impasse, now further complicated by the popular violence and high tempers in Cote d'Ivoire, that
South African President Thabo Mbeki must try to bridge.

"He will be there tomorrow," presidential spokesman Bheki Khumalo told IRIN by phone on Monday. "He
should be there for one day only and his first port of call is President Gbagbo."

Mbeki, who has brokered peace deals in the Democratic Republic of Congo and Burundi, was given his
mandate by the African Union.

Some diplomats said letting African leaders try to mediate the path to peace might be a good move and
prevent charges of former colonial powers interfering.

But others pointed out that the recommendations from a meeting of African leaders in July in Accra, Ghana,
had been ignored and many cast doubt on just what political headway could be made with the situation still

http://www.irinnews.org/print.asp?ReportlD=44054 09/11/2004
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volatile on the ground.

"We have two crises on our hands now. One between the government and the rebels and another between
the government and France," a senior West African diplomat told IRIN. "I doubt that Mbeki will manage to
achieve anything. I doubt even that he'll end up coming."

[ENDS]

[Back] [Home Page]

Click here to send any feedback, comments or questions you have about IRIN's Website or if you prefer you can send an Email to
Webmaster

The material contained on this Web site comes to you via IRIN, a UN humanitarian information unit, but may not necessarily reflect the
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Affairs 2004

http://www.irinnews.org/print.asp?ReportID=44054 09/11/2004



ABC News: U.N. Team in Sudan to Investigate Genocide Reports Page 1 of 1

@NEWS

U.N. Team in Sudan to Investigate Genocide Reports

Reuters

Nov. 8,2004 - A UN. team has arrived in Sudan to investigate whether genocide has occurred in the country's
Darfur region where more than 1.5 million people have been made homeless by conflict, a U.N. spokesman said on

Monday.

The United States has accused the Sudanese government and Arab Janjaweed militias, which Washington says
Khartoum backs, of genocide in the arid area where conflict broke out in 2003 after years of clashes between
African farmers and Arab nomads.

Khartoum dismisses the charge of genocide and describes the Janjaweed as outlaws.

George Somerwill, a U.N. spokesman in Sudan, told Reuters the international commission of inquiry arrived late on
Sunday and would travel to Darfur in the west of Sudan on Wednesday. He said they were due to return to the
capital Khartoum on Nov. 20.

"It is to begin its investigation of reports of violations of international humanitarian law and human rights law in
Darfur by all parties, including to determine whether or not acts of genocide have occurred and to identify the
perpetrators of such violations," he said of the team's mandate.

Somerwill did not give details of the make-up of the team. In October U.N. Secretary-General Kofi Annan named a
five-member panel led by Italian judge Antonio Cassese to investigate whether genocide has taken place in Darfur.
The panel was created at the request of the U.N. Security Council.

Cassese was the first president of the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia, a court based in
The Hague that is looking into suspected war crimes in the Balkans including during Bosnia's 1992-1995 war.

Darfur rebels launched their revolt against the government in February 2003, accusing Khartoum of neglecting their
region. They also accuse Khartoum of arming the Janjaweed to loot and burn African villages and kill the
inhabitants.

Two U.N. human rights watchdogs told the U.N. Security Council in September that war crimes had probably
occurred on a "large and systematic scale" in Darfur.

There are no reliable figures for how many people have died as a direct result of the fighting, but the United Nations
said last month that 70,000 people have died from disease and malnutrition since March.

The United Nations has said the conflict has created the world's worst humanitarian disaster.

Copyright 2004 Reuters News Service. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten,
or redistributed.

Copyright © 2004 ABC News Internet Ventures
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War crimes on broad scale in Darfur: Annan

Associated Press

POSTED AT 12:04 AM EST Thursday, Nov 4, 2004

United Nations — Secretary-General Kofi Annan said Wednesday there are strong indications of
war crimes "on a large and systematic scale” in Sudan’s Darfur region, where the viclence has
now affected two million people.

In a report to the UN Security Council, he said the Sudanese government has failed to bring the
perpetrators of widespread killings, rapes, looting and village burnings to justice.

Jan Pronk, the top UN envoy to Sudan who wrote the report, will present it to the council on
Thursday. He will recommend that members take "prompt action” to get the government and
rebels to comply with UN resolutions demanding an end to the violence, disarmament of
combatants, and punishment of those responsible.

Until the government starts taking more than “pinprick" action against the perpetrators, the report
warned, no displaced person will dare return home and no group will agree to disarm.

"Without an end to impunity . . . banditry goes from strength to strength, menacing the population
and obstructing the delivery of aid to desperate people in isolated areas,” it said.

The violence in Darfur began in January 2003 when two black African rebel groups took up arms
over alleged unjust treatment by the Sudanese government and ethnic Arab countrymen. Pro-
government militias called Janjaweed reacted by unleashing attacks on villages.

The conflict, which has killed at least 70,000 people, has created what UN officials say is the
worst humanitarian crisis in the world today.

Meanwhile, African Union mediators in the Nigerian capital, Abuja, appealed to Sudanese rebel
and government delegations to sign a draft accord aimed at stopping ground and air attacks in
Darfur.

The head mediator, Chadian diplomat Allan-Mi Ahmed, said the current draft was the best the two
sides could hope for at present. The two sides "are so far apart that we couldn't make any fresh
proposals," he said, adding that mediators were afraid to tinker with the draft any more, in case
“"the whole edifice crumbles."

Mr. Ahmed said he hoped the accord would be signed by week's end.

Also Wednesday, the Sudan Liberation Army accused the Janjaweed of having torched at least
five villages in southern Darfur, killing at least 150 people. Sudanese government officials denied
any knowledge of the alleged attacks.

Despite the charges, Justice and Equality Movement spokesman Ahmed Hussain Adam said he
was confident an accord would be signed. "It will be good news for our people, even if it won't be
perfect," he said.

An international commission appointed by Mr. Annan began work on Oct. 25 and has three
months to study human rights violations and determine whether or not a genocide occurred in
Darfur.

http://www.theglobeandmail.com/servlet/ story/RTGAM.20041104 .wdarfur03/BNPrint/International/
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"There are strong indications that war crimes and crimes against humanity have occurred in
Darfur on a large and systematic scale,” the report said. "This has been confirmed by a number of
senior UN human rights experts who have visited the region.”

There have been reports that armed men dug up a grave containing 40 bodies in Souba, North
Darfur and have been seen working on another site in an apparent attempt to hide evidence of
mass killings, it said.

During October, security conditions in Darfur deteriorated, ceasefire violations increased on both
sides, violence escalated and towards the end of the month, the threat of large scale attacks
increased considerably, it said.

The estimate of those affected by the conflict rose from 1.8 million on Sept. one to two million on
Oct. 1, an upward trend expected to continue until year's end, he said.

The increase stems mainly from the growing number of internally displaced people, now 1.6
million, reflecting "the severity of the protection and security situation in Darfur," Mr. Pronk said,
adding that 400,000 more need humanitarian aid.

Mr. Pronk said the two million figure is a 100 per cent increase in the number of people needing
humanitarian assistance since April. Donors have funded 75 per cent of the money needed for
Darfur this year — $397-million (U.S.) of $534-million. He appealed for the rest.

The Security Council will be holding a rare meeting in Nairobi, Kenya, where talks to end the civil
war are taking place, on Nov. 18-19.

U.S. Ambassador John Danforth, the Security Council president, said Wednesday the council
trip's aim is to show the Sudanese what the country would look life if there were peace —
including international guarantees of a peace agreement, international monitoring to development
assistance.

But he warned that this "carrot” — the offer of international help — won't "be there forever" and "if
we are pushed away by either side” then the international community will turn to other pressing
global issues.
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